Scholarship Awards

The North Jersey Section AIChE supports AIChE Student Chapters at both the New Jersey Institute of Technology, and Stevens Institute of Technology. During the 1970’s the Section established scholarship funds for the outstanding chemical engineering student from each of the above institutions, who were also members of those school’s AIChE Student Chapters. Over the subsequent years the number of scholarships was increased from two per school, to four per school. These awards honor Charter Members, Past Chairpersons, and Members of the Section who made major contributions to AIChE and chemical engineering. Summary biographies of several of these members are presented below.  
Student Scholarship Awards for NJIT students:

· Oden S. Knight & Ralph Cohen Award
· Oden Knight was a co-founder of Section, and the 1958/89 Section Chair

· Ralph Cohen was a co-founder of the Section and the 1963 Section Chair

· Stanley S. Grossel Award

· Stanley Grossell was the 1976 Section Chair

· Otto H. York Award
· Otto York was a pioneer in the area of separation technology and founder of Otto H. York Industries
· Outstanding Chemical Engineering Senior Award
Student Scholarship Awards for Stevens Institute of Technology students:

· Lee A. Parker Award
· Lee Parker was a co-founder of Section and the 1960 Chair

· Walter A. Schnyder Award
· Walter Schnyder was the 1965 Section Chair
· John Anderson Award
· John Anderson was the 1969 Section Chair

· Herbert M. Fried Award
· Herb Fried was the 1982 Section Chair

These scholarships are awarded on the basis of recommendations from the faculty advisors to the respective student chapters, and are based on scholastic achievement and service to the AIChE Student Chapter.

More recently, two additional scholarships were created: 

· The Schering-Plough Scholarship was created following a donation to the Section from The Schering-Plough Corporation. This scholarship is awarded on an alternating basis, to a student of NJIT and Steven’s Institute.
· The Robert Brown Memorial Scholarship was created due to the efforts of long time Section Director and AIChE Fellow, Gary Prager, Chair of the Section’s Pharmaceutical Committee. This scholarship is funded from the proceeds of the Section’s Pharmaceutical Engineering Workshop, developed and presented by Mr. Prager and the Pharmaceutical Committee. It is presented each year to a student of NJIT.
Recent Scholarship Winners:

AIChE North Jersey Section 2009 Award Recipients

	Award
	Award Recipients

	
	(from NJIT)

	Ralph Cohen/Oden Knight
	Michael Hart

	Otto York
	Gabriela D. Leon

	Stanley S. Grossel
	Isabella Dzwonkoska

	Outstanding Chemical Engineering Senior
	Mark Panczyk

	Robert M. Brown Memorial Scholarship 
	Ken Schreihofer

	Schering-Plough (alternates between NJIT and SIT)
	Lekshmi Pillai

	
	

	
	(from Stevens Institute of Technology)

	Lee Parker Memorial
	Raquel Ruiz

	John Anderson Memorial
	Dominic Solazzo

	Herb Fried
	Sabrina Rencher

	Walter Schneider Memorial
	Stephanie Smith

	Schering-Plough (alternates between NJIT and SIT)
	Deferred to 2010


AIChE North Jersey Section 2008 Award Recipients

	Award
	Award Recipients

	
	(from NJIT)

	Ralph Cohen/Oden Knight
	Samir Shah

	Otto York
	Mark Materna

	Stanley S. Grossel
	Stephanie Monterio

	Outstanding Chemical Engineering Senior
	Felix Mbuga

	Robert M. Brown Memorial Scholarship 
	Mike Hart

	Schering-Plough (alternates between NJIT and SIT)
	Deepika Singh

	
	

	
	(from Stevens Institute of Technology)

	Lee Parker Memorial
	Anthony Najem

	John Anderson Memorial
	Amanda Rogers

	Herb Fried
	Kimberly Schwalm

	Walter Schneider Memorial
	Sara Amitrani (shared)

	
	Kelsea Wilks (shared)


Summary Biographies:
Dr. Oden S. Knight
The late Dr. Oden S. Knight together with Dr. Lee Allen Parker and Ralph Cohen were the primary founders of the North Jersey Section of AIChE in 1958.  Dr. Knight served as the Section’s first Chairperson in 1958 and 1959.

Dr. Knight was born in Denver, Colorado on June 22, 1907.  He earned his B.S. Degree in Chemical Engineering with special honors from the University of Colorado in 1928. He earned his M.S. Degree in 1932 and his Doctorate in 1933.  He was an Assistant Professor of Chemical Engineering at the University of Colorado from 1935 to 1937. 

Dr. Knight began his career as an engineer with Link-Belt Company of Indianapolis, Indiana.  He worked as a Director for J. P. Devine Manufacturing Company in Mount Vernon, Illinois from 1937 to 1939 before joining the Rose Polytechnic Institute as Assistant Professor of Chemical Engineering from 1939 to1944.

Dr. Knight came east to join Commercial Solvents Corporation in 1945 where he rose to the rank of Chief Engineer.  His experience, at Commercial Solvents and later at S.B. Penick and Company, involved him in the design of liquid carbon dioxide, formaldehyde, and hydrocarbon nitration plants and equipment. 

Dr. Knight was a frequent contributor to transcripts of the AIChE, the Journal of the ACS, and Chemical Engineering.  He was a registered Professional Engineer and an active member of AIChE, ACS, and American Society for Engineering Education, and Sigma Xi

Dr. Lee Allen Parker

The late Dr. Lee Allen Parker, Dr. Odon S. Knight and Ralph Cohen were the principal founders of the North Jersey Section of AIChE in 1958.  Dr. Parker served as the Section’s Chair in 1960.  He remained active in the Section and was one of its staunchest supporters for many years.

Born in Cordele, Georgia in 1905, he earned a B.S. in Chemical Engineering from Georgia Technical and a M.S. and PhD in Chemical Engineering from Ohio State University. 

Dr. Parker's 46-year career included teaching stints at Ohio State and Pratt Institute, and employment with Proctor and Gamble, M.W. Kellogg, Dodge & Olcott, and Shulton Inc. in Clifton, N.J. where he was coordinator of chemical engineering development, and later manager of the perfume department until his retirement in 1972.

Dr. Parker was an active member of the American Chemical Society, American Pharmaceutical Association, Society of Cosmetic Engineers, Sigma Xi, and the Montclair Society of Engineers as well as the American Institute of Chemical Engineers.

Mr. Walter A. Schnyder

The late Mr. Walter Schnyder was Section Chair of the AIChE North Jersey Section in 1965.  He was born in Brooklyn, New York on August 6 1914.  He earned his Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering at the Newark College of Engineering in 1942.  He earned his M.S. degree in Chemical Engineering at Steven’s Institute of Technology in 1945 and performed postgraduate work at Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute. 

Mr. Schnyder was a Senior Chemical Engineer at Hoffmann-LaRoche in Nutley, New Jersey, where he spent his entire career, until his retirement in 1980.  He began in the B2 Vitamin pilot plant development area.  From 1943 through 1946 he was in charge of the plant making intermediates for Vitamin B2.  From 1946 through 1949, he was in charge of operations.  During the period from1949 through 1954, he was in charge of the plant making B1 mono-nitrate.  From 1954 until his retirement in 1980, he worked on the development of new sulfa drugs.

Mr. Schnyder had one U.S. hydrogenation patent.  He participated in the development and design of the electrolytic cell now being used on the large-scale production of Vitamin B2 by Hoffmann-LaRoche.

Mr. Otto H. York

The late Otto H. York was a long-standing and highly successful member of the AIChE North Jersey Section. In 1993, the Awards Committee assigned the North Jersey Section Professional award to Mr. York. He was a Fellow of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers.
Mr. York was born in Chicago, grew up in Indiana, and received his B.S. degree in Chemical Engineering from Purdue University.

In 1947 he founded the Otto H. York Company, Inc., which produced the very well known York DEMISTER, the first of six inventions patented by Mr. York. The device is still used today throughout the world. He then attacked the problem of liquid-liquid extraction, and developed the famous York-Scheibel Column, a breakthrough in liquid-liquid extraction technology. In 1952, the York Process Equipment Corporation was founded to produce solvent extraction equipment.  By 1984 when the York Corporation became a part of Foster Wheeler Corporation, it was an established leader in liquid-liquid extraction as well as other processes. 

In 2002, Mr. York pledged $1 million to New Jersey Institute of Technology’s Chemical Engineering department. This endowment fund was made to establish scholarships to attract outstanding students to NJIT’s chemical engineering department, as well as to support research by faculty. That same year the department was renamed the Otto H. York Department of Chemical Engineering.

In addition to AIChE, Mr. York was a long time member of the American Chemical Society, serving at one time as National Chairman of the Division of Industrial Engineering Chemistry. 
Mr. Stanley Grossel

Mr. Stanley Grossel has been actively involved with the AIChE on both the National and Local Section since 1951.  He has been and is currently an active member of the North Jersey Section Executive Committee.  He served as Chairperson of the Section in 1976 and was the recipient of its Key Award.  On the National level he is a past Chairperson of the Safety and Health Division, Loss Prevention Committee, Safety and Health Committee, and Solids Handling and Processing Committee.  He received the AIChE Safety and Health Division Norton Walton/Russell L. Miller Award for outstanding contributions to loss prevention.  He is a Fellow of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers

Mr. Grossel earned his B.S. Degree in Chemical Engineering from City College of New York and. M.S. Degree in Chemical Engineering from Drexel Institute of Technology in Philadelphia.  He performed postgraduate work at Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute towards a D.Ch.E Degree, from 1956 to 1961.  He had to discontinue this work when he relocated to New Jersey

 Mr. Grossel's professional career includes working for Philco Corporation, Allied Chemical Corporation, Chemical Construction Corporation, The Lummus Company, and Hoffmann-LaRoche from 1968 until his retirement in 1993.

Mr. Grossel has lectured for the AIChE Continuing Education Course on Conveying of Bulk Solids and Engineering Design for Process Design.  He is the co-editor of the “Handbook of Highly Toxic Materials Handling and Management”.  He authored a section in the Process Safety chapter of The Chemical Engineering Handbook (7th Edition).  He is presently writing a monograph on “Deflagration and Detonation Flame Arresters” under contract to the Center for Process Safety (CCPS).  He is also involved with the NFPA Explosion Protection Systems Committee and the DIERS Users Group. 

Mr. Herbert M. Fried

Mr. Herbert M. Fried has been an active member of the North Jersey Section for many years and served as Chairperson of the Section in 1982.  He originated the idea of dinner meetings (often with sponsors) for the Section, which greatly improved membership attendance.  He has participated on many committees, and organized and ran the annual Holiday dinner-dance for many years, as well as many monthly program meetings.  He is a Fellow of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers.

Herb was born in Yonkers, N.Y. where he attended Yonkers High School and was graduated as Valedictorian in 1942.  He completed his freshman year at Columbia College as a scholarship student, and then he enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve V12 program.  In the navy, he attended Cornell University and then Notre Dame Midshipman’s School where he was commissioned an Ensign in 1944.  After completing his service aboard an LST in the Mediterranean area, he returned to Columbia in 1946.  He received a B.A. Degree in Chemistry in 1948 and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  He went on to Columbia Engineering School, receiving a B.S. Degree and later a M. S. Degree in Chemical Engineering.

Herb's career has included positions with Brookhaven National Lab, Foster Wheeler Corp., Chemical Construction Corp., American Cyanamid, The Lummus Co., Jacobs Engineering (as Chief Process Engineer), and Hoffmann-LaRoche.  At Hoffmann-LaRoche Herb has been a Process Engineer on several projects at the Nutley, NJ facility, including the Vitamin E Plant, and has also served as a Project Manager for the Hoffmann-LaRoche plant in Puerto Rico.

Mr. Robert M. Brown 
 
Subsequent to graduating from Cornell University, Bob took a position at B.F. Goodrich in Niagara Falls, New York in the explosives facility supporting the World War II effort.  After the war, Bob worked for Borden in chemical manufacturing operations. He then worked for Scientific Design of New York City serving as a project manager designing and installing chemical and ethylene facilities worldwide. Upon retiring from a Scientific Design, Bob started working for Lummus International in Bloomfield, New Jersey. Upon leaving Lummus, Bob became a real estate agent in Montclair, New Jersey.
 
Active in the executive committee of the New Jersey American Civil Liberties Union, the Boy Scouts of America, various animal humane organizations and the New Jersey Jazz Society, Bob's acquaintances included Benny Goodman, Duke Ellington and other jazz notables. 
 
